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The Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation (OSSTF/FEESO) welcomes the opportunity to 

provide our comment on the Ministry of Education, Building The Next Phase in Ontario s Education 

Strategy. 

OSSTF/FEESO is a diverse union representing 60,000 educational workers from across the province 

of Ontario. Our union works to protect our membership which is represented in 140 bargaining 

units across Ontario. OSSTF bargaining units represent both English and French members in 

elementary and secondary school workplaces, private schools, consortia offering support services to 

school boards and universities. 

OSSTF/FEESO welcomes the fact that the ministry is seeking feedback to improving Ontario's 

education system with a goal of providing the best possible outcome for all students. Overall, we 

support a plan to build upon a successful education system that will prepare our students for a 

rapidly changing, technology-driven, globalized world. However, OSSTF/FEESO has concerns 

about the plan to launch a new education system early in 2014. Change of this magnitude and 

importance requires careful and thoughtful planning. 

Since the consultation process began, much input has been provided not only in response to the 

seven questions but most importantly, about the underlying premise of the consultation itself. Two 

faulty assumptions have been the basis of many remarks made in the consultation process. One, that 

the next phase of education is primarily dependent upon the enhanced use of technology and two, 

that teachers and educational workers are fearful or reluctant to move ahead. 

There is no question that technology is important to learning. OSSTF/FEESO promoted technology 

in education when hosting its 2010 conference, offering 48 workshops to almost 400 attending 

participants. Educators were excited to learn how to use technology at this 2010 event and remain 

committed to student learning and student success. However, 21" century learning must take place 

in 21 '' century schools. The physical state of many buildings and classrooms undeniably impacts the 

use of modern tools by our members when teaching their students. 

Understanding and utilizing technology is important to innovation in education. However, 

innovation is not dependent solely upon technology. According to Webster, innovation is 

"something new, a new idea, method or device". Histoty will long remember Edison, Einstein and 

Gates bur each important innovation was based on a creative idea found in the inventor's mind; not 

in the equipment they worked with. 
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OSSTF/FEESO believes strongly in public education as the key to Ontario's future. Our schools 

must continue to equip our students with the knowledge, skills and sense of community that will 

make our province prosperous and dynamic. Our dedicated staff must be provided with the 

resources to accomplish those important objectives. Our students must be supported by a caring 

society in order to achieve the ability and confidence necessary to meet the new challenges of the 21" 

century. 

Specifically, we agree that too many First Nations, Inuit, Metis learners, children and youth in care, 

learners with mental health issues and those who require the support of special education are still 

struggling within the current system of education. The need to present those learners with the 

greatest opportunity for success and achievement necessitates commitment to increased awareness, 

improved understanding and enhanced supports and services that will see all learners become 

healthy, well-rounded and resilient young adults. 

OSSTF/FEESO is pleased to share its vision for education in response to the Ministry of Education's 

request for feedback. 

Question 1 

What are the skills, knowledge and characteristics students need to succeed after they have 
completed school, and how do we better support all learners in their development? 

OSSTF/FEESO believes that better support of all learners will be realized when success is not 

measured solely by standardized testing and graduation rates. Successful learners will have the skills 

to communicate so that they may interact with the world around them. They will also be skilled at 

critical thinking so that they understand when an attempt to manipulate their thinking is occurring. 

Successful learners will have the ability to collaborate with others so that they may become positive 

agents of change in society. Finally, creativity is essential to contribute to society and make it a better 

world will also add to feelings of self-worth and fulfillment. 

Question 2 

What does student well-being mean to you, and what is the role of the school in supporting it? 

Physical health, mental health, emotional health is all important to every student. Schools should 

provide a safe and secure environment not only to meet the physical health needs of every learner 

but emotional and mental health needs as well. It is important to note that schools should support 

student well-being but cannot be solely responsible for evetything that contributes achieving 

wellness. For example, breakfast and nutrition programs do not address the societal issues of poverty. 

While it is the policy of OSSTF that access to necessary support services provided by professional 

school board personnel to best meet student needs be available, student well-being would best be 
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of knowledge and understanding, appreciation of standards of excellence, and thoughtful 

formulation of worthy goals in order to become life-long learners. If the goal of a new education 

system is to foster curiosity and develop critical thinking and decision making skills, the current 

focus on the outcomes of standardized testing needs to change, 

Question 6 

How can we use technology more effectively in teaching and learning? 

OSSTF/FEESO has supported the effective use of technology to support teaching and learning. 

However, education is a human centric activity and cannot be replaced by technology; only 

enhanced by it. According to Dr. James Comer, "No significant learning occurs without a significant 

relationship." 

Human interaction is critical for success in developing all cognitive areas and not just in the delivery 

of facts and knowledge; the path to learning is highly individualized and can only be mapped from 

the real-time interaction between people. Technology cannot possibly provide students with the 

teachable moments that occur in classrooms every day. 

Technology should only be used when there is a particular role for its use and not just for the sake of 

using it. When used, it should be promoted by well-prepared educators with the principles of Digital 

Citizenship as a basis. When building the next phase of Ontario's education, the use of technology 

should be promoted with consideration given to the goal of success and well-being of students. 

Question 7 

In summary, what are the various opportunities for partnership that can enhance the student 

experience, and how can they benefit parents, educators and our partners too? 

OSSTF/FEESO believes that educational change should enhance the principles of universality, 

comprehensiveness, proficiency and accountability. The purpose and goals of this next phase in 

education should include a clear vision of student outcomes for all students. Such change will need 

to involve true collaboration with all partners in the educational system. 

As a partner in delivering education, OSSTF/FEESO members should have meaningful involvement 

in the process that is being considered as it will impact publicly-funded education. The 

implementation of such innovations to Ontario's education system should be undertaken only after 

proper pilot testing occurs in a controlled environment and with members involved officially, as 

equal partners, in the implementation and evaluation teams. 

As for other stakeholders including parents and community, the student experience is enhanced 

when the education system reinforces the importance of citizenship, co-operation and resilience. The 

role of parents and community supporting the success of every student will be accomplished when 

the individual talent and dedication are combined to support the competencies and qualities that 
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employers will look for. More importantly, these learners will be the healthy, well-rounded and 

resilient citizens Ontario truly needs. 

OSSTF/FEESO believes the discussion about the next phase is timely and will address the many 

questions that exist around improving Ontario's education system. We ask that the suggestions in 

our submission be given due consideration. 

Protecting and Enhancing Public Education 

Proteger et faire avancer /'education publique 

Ontario s-.dary Scbaol T-hera' Fedendlan 
I'MiratiDII die ..... ~ 
des &olea -.claire. de I'Ontallo 
60 Mobile Drive, Toronto, Orrtario M4A 2P3 

TEL 416.751.8300 
TEL 1.800.267. 7867 
IU 416.751.3394 
www.osstf.on.ca 


