
 

Emancipation Celebrations in Windsor, Ontario 

Title: Emancipation Celebrations in Windsor, Ontario 
Subtitle: Reading, Questions, Interview 
Duration: 2-4 classes 
Best Course(s) Fit: History, English, The History of a Canadian Ethnic Group  
Historical Question: How were Emancipation Day Celebrations an expression of Black 
joy and resistance? 
 
Background Information 

When the Abolition of Slavery Act passed, effective August 1, 1834, Black people throughout 
the British Empire had every reason to celebrate. It was the first time that they were able to live 
as free people. Black communities across Canada began to commemorate the end of slavery 
throughout most of the British Empire on August 1. Parades, picnics, talent shows, beauty 
contests, dances, church services, and a host of other cultural activities were held in the name 
of celebrating freedom.   

From the Depression era until 1967, annual Emancipation Day celebrations on Aug. 1 in 
Windsor drew big acts, such as the Supremes, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Jesse Owens, Duke 
Ellington, Stevie Wonder, and many more. 

The festival was popular enough to temporarily double the city's population and draw politicians 
and civil rights activists from all over to hear people talk about the struggle for equality. 
Windsor’s Emancipation Celebration was known as “The Greatest Freedom Show on Earth.”  

Emancipation Celebrations continue to be held throughout the Americas and the Caribbean, 
even in Ontario.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: https://bizxmagazine.com/2021-emancipation-day-windsor/ 



 

Tasks: 1. Read the articles. 2. Explore the images. 3. Answer the questions using complete 
sentences. 4. Write a paragraph answering the historical question. 
 

Document A - The Windsor Star August 2, 1943 

 



 

 



 

Document B – R.C.A.F. Refused Service in Windsor 

Excerpt adapted from: November 15, 1943 The Windsor Star 

 

 

Wanted to 
Lay Charge 

Member of R.C.A.F. Says 
Restaurant Refused to Serve Him 

A 19-year-old coloured member of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force walked into the city 
police station yesterday afternoon and said 
he wanted to lay an information against the 
proprietor of a local restaurant.  
     “He wouldn’t serve me a cup of coffee.” 
     “It is no use, a lot of them won’t do that,” 
replied the constable. 
     “Am I going overseas to fight for such 
things as this?” said the airman.  
     “I am sorry,” said Constable Smith. “We 
have a lot of chaps just like yourself come in 
and report the same thing. There isn’t 
anything we do about it.” 
     “What do you think I am in this uniform 
for?” asked the coloured youth. “Am I 
wearing it just to be insulted? Just to show 
off? Just to be proud?” 
     “I would be very proud.” 
     “I am going overseas to fight and that’s 
the kind of thing I am going over to fight for, 
is it?” asked the youth. “So, that’s the kind 
of people in Windsor.” 
The airman got ready to leave. 
     “What restaurant turned you down?” 
The airman named the restaurant.  
     “A girl who was serving just told me I 
couldn’t get a cup of coffee here.” 
The young man left, and the constable 
looked at the reporter and said, “that’s the 
way it is.” 

 



 

Document C – Children at Windsor’s Emancipation Celebration 

 

 

 

Emancipation Celebration, 1943 The Windsor Star August 3, 1943 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document D - The Windsor Star July 31, 1943 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document E – Jackson Park, Windsor, Ontario 

 

 

 

https://windsorstar.com/news/local-news/windsor-to-celebrate-emancipation-day-with-food-
music-and-history 

  



 

Document F – Emancipation Celebration Parade, Windsor 

 

 

 

https://www.uwindsor.ca/dailynews/2021-02-08/alumni-recall-emancipation-day-celebrations-past 

 

  



 

Document G – Jackson Park, Windsor 

 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/emancipation-day-windsor-house-of-commons-
celebration-1.5964949 

  



 

 

Document A How does Adam Clayton Powell feel about race relations in Windsor? 

  

 

 

 

 Why might he have felt that way? 

 

 

 

 

 

Document B What does this article reveal about race relations in Windsor? 

  

 

 

 

 How is Document #2 different from or similar to Document #1? 

  

 

 

 

 Which is more credible and why? 

  

 

 

   



 

Document C What is interesting or surprising in this photo? Why? 

  

 

 

 

Document D Given this document and Document B, do you agree or disagree with 
the following phrase, “while experiencing racism in their daily lives, 
Black community members still sought out and experienced happiness 
and togetherness as they fought against oppression?” Explain your 
position and use evidence from the articles to support it. 

  

 

 

 

Document E What does this photo tell you about the people in it? 

  

 

 

 

Document F What stands out to you in this photo? Why? 

  

 

 

 

Document G What does this photo reveal about Emancipation Celebrations in 
Windsor? 

  

 

 



 

 

Paragraph Writing 

How were Emancipation Celebrations an expression of Black joy and resistance? You must 
use evidence from at least three documents (articles or images) to support your claims.  

Your paragraph must include: 

 a topic sentence 
 3 details/examples and explanations 
 a conclusion sentence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


