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Title: The Nelson Hackett Case
Subtitle: Historical Inquiry
Duration: 5 classes

Best Courses Fit: Law, History, Canada: History, ldentity, and Culture, Grade 12

Central Historical Question: Should Nelson Hackett have been extradited to
Arkansas?

Background Knowledge

The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 received Royal Assent on August 28, 1833 and took effect on
August 1, 1834, abolishing slavery throughout most of the British Empire. This Act freed over
800,000 enslaved Africans. As a result, an increasing number of courageous freedom seekers
fled oppression and slavery in the United States and made the journey to Canada since it was a
British subject. Nelson Hackett was one of them. Tragically, he would become the first and only
fugitive slave ever returned to slavery in the United States.

Tasks

Read the Background Knowledge section.

Read the documents.

Respond to the questions in complete sentences.

Complete the organizer by answering the central historical question. Share your
responses with your class.

5. Complete the synthesizing activity.
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Document A: 1840 Bill of Sale for Nelson Hackett

“Know all men by these presents that I Willis
Shepherd Wallace of the Town of Fayetteville
County of Washington and State of Arkansas
have this day bargained, sold, conveyed and
delivered unto Alfred Wallace of the Town,
County, & State aforesaid a certain Negro
Boy named Nelson about twenty four years of
age. Which boy Nelson | warrant to be sound
both in body & mind, a slave for life and free
from the claim or claims of all & every person
whatsoever lawfully claiming the same for the
sum of one thousand to me in hand paid, the
receipt is hereby full acknowledged. As witness
my hand this sixteenth day of June AD 1840.
W S Wallace [seal]

State of Arkansas

County of Washington

VOCABULARY

conveyed — changed ownership
aforesaid — said or named before

Source: Excerpt adapted from Bills of Sale, Personal Record Book A (Fayetteville, Arkansas:
Washington County Archives), 23-24. Retrieved from:
https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/transcript-personal-record-book-pages-23-24/


https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/transcript-personal-record-book-pages-23-24/
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Document B: Report from Charles Stewart

Background Knowledge
Charles Stewart was an abolitionist and an attorney who had been one of the founding officers
of the Detroit Anti-Slavery Society. He interviewed Nelson Hackett while in jail.

Hackett was a slave in Arkansas. In the spring or summer of 1841, he was at a
race course with his legal master, and desired to take home a race-horse.
Hackett, finding himself well mounted under circumstances that permitted
absence, directed his course towards liberty. At this time, he had in his care the
outside coat of the master, and he also had his gold watch. After many perils,
he succeeded in finding his way from Arkansas to Canada: he passed through
Detroit, in the state of Michigan, and took up his abode at London, or
somewhere in the vicinity of Windsor, opposite to Detroit. In the summer or
fall he was followed. A person on behalf of his alleged owner consulted a
lawyer, Mr. George F. Porter, whether there was any mode by which Hackett
could be recaptured into slavery. The application to him shows the motive of
the master, and that he desired to repossess himself of the person of Hackett,
not so much on account of his actual value, as that his recaption, and the
dreadful punishment that awaits might deter others from a like attempt.

The next thing known is that the agent went to Canada and had Hackett arrested
for theft — stealing a coat, gold watch, and horse of Alfred Wallace (the master).
He was jailed at the Sandwich gaol.

The arrest was in the fall of 1841. His claimant had him indicted for larceny;
and procured from the governor of Arkansas a demand on the governor of
Canada for the surrender of Hackett.

I made application and was admitted to see him. Hackett candidly avowed the
fact, that he had used the horse as the means of procuring freedom.

(Signed) C.H. STEWART, Attorney and Counsellor at Law
New York, August 9™, 1842.
Detroit, State of Michigan

VOCABULARY

peril — danger procure — to obtain
larceny — theft avowed — confessed
gaol - jail

Source: Excerpt adapted from “Case of Nelson Hackett.” The American and Foreign Anti-
Slavery Reporter, Sept. 21, 1852.
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Document C: The Petition of Nelson Hackett
Background Knowledge

While jailed at Sandwich, a petition from Nelson Hackett was drawn up by Windsor
lawyer Charles Baby and sent to the Governor-General of Canada, Charles Thompson,
who died before making a decision about Nelson Hackett. It was signed with a mark,
indicating that Hackett was likely unable to read or write.

I fled to Canada because I believed that the
humanity of the British law made me a free
man as soon as I touched the shores of the
country. I did not steal the items, they
belonged to me and I only confessed to stealing
them because of the severe beating I received
when arrested. I want to stay in Canada. If I
return to Arkansas, I will be tortured in a
manner that to hang me at once would be
mercy.

Signed Nelson Hackett, mark.

Source: Excerpt adapted from https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/nelson-hacketts-journey/


https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/nelson-hacketts-journey/
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Document D: Despatch from the Governor-General of Canada
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies

Background Knowledge
Sir Charles Bagot was the Governor-General of Canada during the Nelson Hackett case.

After fully considering the subject, there was no doubt of the guilt of
this individual, the stolen property having been found on him on his
arrival in the province; nor could it be said that the stolen property had
been taken solely to assist him in escaping from slavery. It could not be
said that the property was not taken with a felonious intent. | felt
therefore that to refuse to surrender him would establish a principle that
no slave escaping to this province should ever be given up, whatever
offence, except for murder; a principle which would have been
repugnant to the common sense of justice of the civilized world,
would have involved us in disputes of the most inconvenient nature
with the neighboring states, and would have converted this province
into an asylum for the worst characters, as long as they claim to have
been slaves before arriving here. | therefore ordered Nelson Hackett to
be delivered up to the authorities of Arkansas, to be dealt with
according to law.

(signed) Charles Bagot.

VOCABULARY

felonious — corrupt/evil
repugnant — disgusting/repulsive

Source: Excerpt adapted from Canada: Copies of a Despatch sent from the Governor-General
of Canada to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, of the 20" of January Last, Relative to the
Surrender of Nelson Hackett, a Person of Colour, on the Demand of the Authorities of the
United States, as a Fugitive from Justice (London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1842).
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Document E: The Detroit Jail

Background Knowledge

Here is a sketch of the Detroit jail where Nelson Hackett awaited his forced return to
Arkansas.
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Source: Silas Farmer, 1881. Retrieved from: https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/gallery/.


https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/gallery/
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Document F: The Extraordinary Conduct of the Governor of Canada

Background Knowledge

In February 1842, a large meeting of the colored citizens of Detroit met at the Second Baptist
Church, following the Governor-General of Canada’s decision to extradite Nelson Hackett.

On Monday evening, Feb. 14, 1842, a large meeting of the colored citizens of Detroit met at the
second Baptist church, to take into consideration the situation of Nelson Hackett, nhow in prison
in this city having been surrendered by the Governor of Canada. Mr. Lightfoot reported that he
consulted with counsel to determine if the papers ordering Hackett's extradition were genuine
and to learn if it were possible to have him released from jail. After examining the papers, it was
revealed that they were genuine and correctly made out; and there was no point or flaw in them,
on which they could institute a suit on Hackett’s behalf.

The committee reported the following preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously
adopted:

Whereas, we have always viewed the British Province of Canada as an asylum for the
unfortunate and oppressed slaves of the United States and fondly believed the moment they
touched those shores, that moment they were free; and whereas the Governor General did
surrender one Nelson Hackett to be given up to the authorities of Arkansas, as a fugitive from
justice. And whereas, it is a settled principle in the slave code, that every slave who absconds
from bondage is a fugitive from justice, — a principle well understood by the British authorities,
and, of course, familiar to His Excellency the Governor General: and whereas, the said Hackett
was not demanded by the Executive of Arkansas, for the purpose of punishing him for larceny,
but to punish and make an example of him for the unpardonable offence of absconding from
slavery.

Resolved, that if this precedent is established, then Canada will no longer be a safe asylum for
our unfortunate brethren who are fleeing from bondage. They will be just as safe in the States of
New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Maine.

WILLIAM C MUNRO, Chairman. ROBERT BANKS, Secretary.

VOCABULARY

absconds — escapes secretly

Source: Excerpt adapted from “The Extraordinary Conduct of the Governor of Canada.”
Emancipator and Free American, Detroit, April 28, 1842.



CANADIAN (@ ossT/FEESO
BLACK % LIVES

Document G: The Colored People of Hamilton to Sir Allan Napier MacNab

Background Knowledge

The colored citizens of Hamilton (located between Windsor and Toronto) and
surrounding area sent a letter to Sir Allan Napier MacNab, their representative in the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada. Their hope was that he would be able
to intervene on behalf of Nelson Hackett while he sat in a Detroit jail awaiting his return
to Arkansas.

To the Hon. Sir A. Macnab:

Sir, —We, the colored inhabitants of Hamilton and Vicinity, bear a continual
remembrance of your protection and liberty of the colored people. We unite
in giving thanks for your safe protection, also for the favor for being
received in the land of the noble and free. We have grateful hearts.

We cannot refrain, however, from bringing to your attention one
circumstance which has recently occurred of an unhappy kind to us as a
people, one of our own, Nelson Hackett, has been taken from the
Sandwich jail by night and given up to the injustice of slave claimers. The
correspondence and papers are enclosed, and we shall be glad of an early
opportunity to discuss them with you. Hoping that you may long be
continued in the enjoyment of your health, your family, your friends. We
pledge to you our confidence and support.

Signed by 178 persons.

Source: Excerpt adapted from Address of the Colored People of Hamilton to Sir Allan Napier
MacNab (Toronto: Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library, University of Toronto, 1842). Retrieved
from: https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/petition-from-hamiltons-black-population-transcript/


https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/petition-from-hamiltons-black-population-transcript/
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Document H — Joshua Leavitt to John Scoble

Background Knowledge
Joshua Leavitt was an abolitionist. John Scoble was a British abolitionist and editor of
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Reporter.

TO JOHN SCOBLE, ESQ., SECRETARY OF THE BRITISH AND
FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.
Washington City, Dec. 27, 1842.

DEAR SIR, — | wish to communicate to you an interesting piece of
information | have just obtained from the Hon. Mr. Cross, Representative to
Congress from Arkansas. It is, that Nelson Hackett, the colored man who
was surrendered by the Governor of Canada on a requisition from the
Governor of Arkansas, to answer to a charge of stealing, was taken to
Arkansas, and without trial restored to the possession of his former master
as a slave; that he escaped again, and was retaken; but finally escaped the
third time, and has not been heard of since; and whether he has gone
clear, or is destroyed, is not known.

The Canadian authorities ought to be expressly instructed to give up no

colored man to the slave states, on any pretext whatever. There is no other
security.

(Signed,) JOSHUA LEAVITT.

Source: Excerpt adapted from “The Case of Nelson Hackett.” Anti-Slavery Reporter, February
22, 1843.
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Document I: Letter from Lewis Tappan to Edward Cross
Background Knowledge

Lewis Tappan was an American abolitionist. He was deeply concerned about Nelson
Hackett’s status after his return to Fayetteville. Edward Cross represented Arkansas in
the U.S. House of Representatives.

Sir,

Mr. Giddings writes to me, in reply to a letter | addressed to him,
that you will give me any information of which you are or may be
possessed in relation to Nelson Hackett, the person who was
delivered by the governor of Canada.

| wrote to my brother, at the time that | wrote to Mr. Giddings, and
he has replied that N. H. was taken to Arkansas—tried for stealing
& publicly whipped—then delivered to his master by whom he
was sold to someone in Texas.

Very respectfully, [illegible]

Lewis Tappan

Source: Excerpt adapted from Lewis Tappan to Edward Cross in the Edward Cross Papers
(Texas: James C. Jernigan Library, Texas A&M University-Kingsville, 1842). Retrieved from:
https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/lewis-tappan-to-edward-cross/


https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/lewis-tappan-to-edward-cross/
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Document A — 1840 Bill of Sale for Nelson Hackett

Sourcing

What makes this document good evidence that Alfred Wallace was the owner of Nelson
Hackett?

Contextualization

What does this document suggest about Nelson Hackett?

Close Reading

According to this document, how did Alfred Wallace come to own Nelson Hackett?

What does this Bill of Sale reveal about slavery?
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Document B — Report from Charles Stewart

Sourcing

Who wrote this source?

What biases do you think the author may have had? Why might this be important?

Contextualization

What was happening in the economy in states such as Arkansas at that time?

Why might Nelson Hackett have stolen a horse, a gold watch, and his owner’s outside coat?
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Close Reading

How does this source provide evidence that Nelson Hackett’s crime was connected to his
pursuit of liberty?

According to the author, were the motives of Nelson Hackett’'s former owner? Why did he
really want him returned to Arkansas?

Given this article, how do you know that Nelson Hackett's escape was well-planned and
organized?
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Document C — Petition of Nelson Hackett

Sourcing

Who is the intended audience? How might that influence the content and tone of the
document?

Contextualization

Given this document, do you agree or disagree with the following statement, “Nelson Hackett
committed a crime”? Explain your position.

Close Reading

What were Nelson Hackett’s reasons that justified remaining in Canada?
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Document D — Despatch from the Governor-General of Canada
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies

Sourcing

What are the strengths of this document?

What are the limitations of this document?

Contextualization

What do you think may have influenced Sir Charles Bagot’s decision?
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Corroboration

Explain what information about Canada this source supports or contests. Write a quotation
that led to this conclusion.

Close Reading

The document states, “nor could it be said that this property had been taken solely to assist
him in escaping from slavery, and not with a felonious intent.” Do you agree or disagree with
this statement? Use evidence to explain your position.

According to this document, how does Sir Charles Bagot generally feel about Nelson
Hackett? Provide evidence from the source.
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Document E — The Detroit Jail

(@ OssTF/FEESO

Why is this image historically significant?

What historical event is connected to the image?

According to SHEG, an image is historically significant if it:

was important or influential at the time an event occurred
had lasting effects on people and/or society

was a moment of change or transition in history,

was representative of broader trends or changes in society

Source: https://sheg.stanford.edu


https://sheg.stanford.edu/
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Document F — The Extraordinary Conduct of the Governor of Canada

Sourcing

Where was this document written? Why is that important?

How much time elapsed between Nelson Hackett’s extradition to the United States and the
creation of this document? What does this reveal about Black abolitionists in Detroit?

Contextualization

Why did the gentlemen view “the British Province of Canada as an asylum for the unfortunate
and oppressed slaves of the United States?”

How did the authors generally feel about the decision to extradite Nelson Hackett? How does
the phrase “Canada will no longer be a safe asylum for our unfortunate brethren who are
fleeing bondage” capture those feelings?
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Corroboration

What do Document C and Document F agree upon?

Close Reading

How does this document provide evidence of the agency, resistance, and organizing that took
place among Black Detroiters?
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Document G — The Colored People of Hamilton to Sir Allan Napier MacNab

Sourcing

Who are the authors? What biases do you think they had?

Contextualization

Why might Nelson Hackett have had supporters as far away as Hamilton? Consider the
events of the time.

Close Reading

Why did the authors express their gratitude?

What did the authors hope to achieve?
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Document H — Joshua Leavitt to John Scoble

Sourcing

What does the author tell us about himself?

Contextualization

What does this document suggest about Nelson Hackett?

Corroboration

What is similar about Document G and Document H?

Close Reading

According to this document, what happened to Nelson Hackett upon his return to Arkansas?
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Document | — Letter from Lewis Tappan to Edward Cross

Sourcing

Why did the author produce this document?

Contextualization

What does this document suggest about the importance of protecting freedom-seekers?

Corroboration

How does information in Document H differ from information in Document 1?

Close Reading

According to this document, what happened to Nelson Hackett once he returned to
Arkansas?
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Should Nelson Hackett have been extradited to Arkansas?

Position:

(@ OssTF/FEESO

You must include evidence from at least four documents to support your position.

Document

Evidence
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Notes
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Synthesizing Activity

(e OssTF/FEESO

Sources

(list the name and

different sources)

date of each source;
choose at least three

What information
from the document
demonstrates the
agency of Nelson
Hackett?

What information
from the document
demonstrates the
collaborative
resistance to
slavery that was
taking place on both
sides of the Detroit
River?

What information
from the document
illustrates efforts
made to ensure that
Canada remained a
safe refuge for those
escaping slavery in
the United States?
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Life After Extradition

The most detailed account of Nelson Hackett's June 1842 return to Fayetteville
appeared nine years later in the June 6, 1851 edition of the Liberator, an abolitionist
newspaper. It came from William Murdock, another enslaved man from Fayetteville who
was owned by Alfred Wallace (the same man who owned Nelson Hackett), after he
escaped and made his way to Canada in the early 1850s. There, Murdock recounted to
abolitionist Hiram Wilson what happened to Hackett: “William informs me that Nelson
Hackett was brought back by [Alfred] Wallace, his master, who had four hundred and
fifty slaves on his plantation—that he was kept in handcuffs and fetters for some time,
and closely watched besides—that he was flogged with great severity five or six times,
and then sold off to the interior of Texas—that the first whipping, which was done in the
presence of all the slaves, consisted of 150 lashes upon his naked body. His whippings
afterward varied from 39 to 50 to 60. So much for the punishment, by savage
barbarians, of a human chattel, for running off with a horse chattel for freedom!”

* Wallace certainly did not hold 450 people in bondage, but Wilson most likely
confused the number of enslaved people owned by Wallace with the entire
population of the Fayetteville community.

The rest of the account, though, is consistent with information that an Arkansas
official—probably one of the state’s U.S. senators—supplied to abolitionists Arthur
Tappan and his brother Lewis Tappan in late 1842: “N. H. was taken to Arkansas—tried
for stealing & publicly whipped—then delivered to his master by whom was sold to
someone in Texas.”

LI:ITERPEDIE H.IB&H maum
R O CATEARINE'S, {B. W.) ]-.l'.a; 28, 1851. .
.I WL L. Gnmumu* - |

- = Wi comcmmwn 'ﬂ'..nllll-lrl;mﬂ [ ] Fﬁ- I;Hﬁ. ‘Frl"II:I'L

Source: “Letter from Hiram Wilson,” Liberator, June 6, 1851
* See full article after the newspaper clippings below

If you would like to learn more about Nelson Hackett, please visit:
https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/


https://nelsonhackettproject.uark.edu/
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Sources

Document A — 1840 Bill of Sale
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Document B — Report

150 THE ANTI-SLAV

from Charles Stewart

ERY REPORTER. [WEDNESDAY,

into

We must say a few words ere we v:loo:-r in reply to the sensible | that his nﬂytionlinnd the dreadful punishment that awaits the

and good-spivited letter of Mr. Laird, This gentleman falls

an crror when he says that we expressed * great doubt that any

benefit would arise from the contact of Africans with Euro, S,

and civilized men of their own race” in the West Indies. hat
we questioned was the attainment of such an amount of bencfit as
would qualify them to become the civilizers of Africa. This Mr.
Laird's scheme implics, and this he was bound to show. What is
They will acquire, he tells us, “some knowledge of
agriculture ;" 2, “some knowledge of the law ti live
under ;” 3, “somc idea of the decencics of life ;” and 4, “some
That these elements will
be adequate to the regencration of Africa he does not affirm ; and
Till then

his repl,
tropic:

notion of a purer faith than paganism.”

we think he will hesitate long before he does affirm it.
our argument remains untouched.

In reply to our suspici pecting the bers of Africans,
who “might be got for food and protection™ Mr. Laird say
1 will

done. 1n Juue 1833, T w iger
Buence of the Tc elatahis mod

hadds, T
swept the West Bank of the Niger from Rubbab downwards.

yards wide, encamped under my guns on the eastern baak ; the decks o

my vessel were crowded with suppliants fur * fool and protection.” Here
was a case where I might bave saved tboysands of lives, if I could bave
offered them a permanent refuge. In the same year & chief on the Calabar
river died : his war canoe was pulled by forty inen : & few days after bis
deatb, the canoe came down the river with tie skulls of those men placed
on the thwarts where in life they had sat, the whole baving been sacrificed

ot bis funeral. .

These are just such cases as we imagined. ” lx‘){qt‘fnr a single mo-

ment should we of Dritish “

te = case which will show that in that unbappy country it is to

. miles” below the con-
ving excursion, and
From the
deck of my steamer, 1 counted six towns in fames at one time; the
miserable inhabitants that escaped ncross the stream, there sbout 1200

failing aspirant of liberty, might deter others from a like attempt,

The next thing known is that the agent went to Canada, and
there had Hackett arrested for theft—stealing n coat, gold watch,
and horse of A, B. (the master). Comisemblc interest was
excited among the col d people, by a p ding which they
well knew to be but a vindictive persecution for daring to assert
self-liberty ; but they found that Hackett was in custody, like
any other alleged criminal upon informations sworn in Canada,
and that he must abide the due trial of the charge at the ensuing
nssizes or circuit, to be held at Sandwich, in February or March,
1842. Nothing could be done until then, and ITackett and friends
abided patiently the arrival of court.

The arrest was in the fall, probably October or November,
1841, It appears that Hackett was kept a very close prisoner—
a lawyer, Mr. Baby, alone was permitted access to him during his
continement. After Hackett was thus arvested, his claimant had
him indicted hefore a grand jury of Arkansas, for larceny ; and
procured from the governor of that state a demand on the
governor of Canada for the surrender of Hackett. These gqml
were scnt to the colonial governinent, and were received by Sir
Charles Bagot about the time of his arrival in Canada. It is not
known what kind of private applications or representations were
f | inade to Sir Charles, but it is probable, nay almost certain, that
he was nltogether imposed upon—that Hackett was represen
as a great criminal, and that British sense of riﬁlllltl was appealed
to, to know if their government would screen villany, and reward
with impunity the robber—that Hackett’s colour, and the lllvﬂ"'
cxtenuating circumstances of his casc, were altogether lllp& A
That misrepresentation was freely made I know, from the fact
that his captors alleged in Detroit” that Hackett had committed &
rape, under aggravating circumstances, on his master's daughter

_the

to such sufferers, and *food” follows of course. But what we
have objected to is the offering of such protection with the view of
the parties to the West Indies. 1f we could protect

#hipping
them in their homes, or if we had & home in Africa to offer d:gm

we should have nothing to say against it : but to offer protection
for the purpose of shipping off the parties to the West Indics, is
only doing ourselves under the plea of kindness, what the slave-

ers are doing by open hostility.
To our opinion

an extensive ““ re-smigration to Africa is &

fallacy,” Mr. Laird replies,—* Is he not aware that it has com-

menced I And he quotes the return of "lixty-ciiht Africans,
cinall o) into the Bah

—a charge not only without evidence of any kind, but wh’; I
ascertained to be false, and to have been suggested for the mere
purpose of creating feclin lgil\sl Hackett, Sufficient discredit
is at once given to it, by i‘n ct that it was not the subject of
indi t. Had so agy d an offence existed, it wo

readily have been seized on as the ground of demand on a foreign
government not bound by treaty or u: to surrender, in place
of the light one of larceny. It may nl:ge"e been rvpresented to
Sir Charles, that, along the borders, the mn{nnm give up to
cach other those petty criminals who seck by flight across our
dividing line an impur;iea' from crime. Such is the fact. The
surrender is unauthorized by law : it is the exercise of force—

)

P slaves, taken into
and ofterwards removed to Demerara,” together with that of
“geventeen cmancipated slaves,” who “bought up the time o

their apprenticeship” in the same colony. But these cases %:on
rge

nothing to the purpose. Mr. Laird relies on the return of

numbers, and on large numbers of lho;l who left their native | o

shores, not by force, hut

e exchang ighbeurs’ y, and is winked at all round.
There is a great diffcrence between this border surrender of hen-
roost pilferers, and the deliberate official action of the British
nation, in its highest and most solemn sanction, forming a prece-
dent in the usage of nations. The American slave-owner had
80 so managed as to sccure the co-operation of those of

f
f

at “ my sym
Kiuhv in the wmind of the negro with his country,” which draws

im back to it when he had heen torn from it hy violence, cannot
surely bo reckoned upou as cxisting powerfully in those who

desert it from choice.

CASE OF NELSON HACKETT.
From the American and Forcign Anti-Slavery Reporter,
[Application baving been made by Mr. Scable, on bebalf of the Com

mittee of the British sod Foreign Anti-Slavery Bocicty, for the racrs in
ubject of a parlis.

connection with this important case, which was
mentary inquiry, we lost no time in communic
as was at_band, promising to muke further inquiry, 81.d communica
result.  Charles I1. Stewart, Eaq., of Detroit,
and knowing be was in possession of the material fac:s, we immediatel
applied to him on the subject.
of tha facts for _publication, and we bave great pleasure in I
Mr. Stewart is an_ Irisbman by birth, i

o most implicit confidence msy be place

The circurostances atteading this case are of 8 most important charscter
—Sir Clarles liagot has probably been most ingloriously imposed upon—
and the Mritish gurernment will, we doubt not, provide against the recur-

rence of a similar event.]

Hackett was a slave in Arkansas. In the spring or summer of

1841, he was at a race course with his lega/ master,

and was d
to take home n race-horse. ‘The home was at & idi

g on a visit to thil :il{,
y

'y promptly wrote out & parrative

ble dis-

fl on the Canadian frontier, and poor Hackett became a
miserable victim to combined power, skill, and wealth, while henlz
a captive in British confinement, trusting with implicit cos
dence to the accused’s sacred ium—that boast of Britain’s
constitation—a trial by his peers. Neither himself nor a si
friend were aware of the measures pursuing : they were prepared
for trial, and for nothing else.

At any rate Sir Charles Bagot, deceived or not, ordered the
surrender of Hackett, and gave warrant to the jailor at Sandwich
to surrender him, and a letter to Colonel John Prince, of Sand-
wich, her Majesty’s Consul (s kind of local lltorn:{;gmcnl)nd
" | to all British authorities, to aid and assist in delivery of
Hackett to a man of the name of Davenport, who runs the
between Detroit and Windsor,

The mode of cxecuting this warrant showed the parties’ own
consciousuess of impropricty. It was not donc in that open, fear-
less manner which imparts dignity to the law, and proclaims its
sovereignty ; but at nine or ten o'clock of a winter’s night in the

nadas, when the severity of the scason every person
and animal, during the month of February last,a party of men
were collected, a boat was prepared, Hackett was seized without
& moment’s intimation, and hurried across the Detroit river amid
masses of floating ice, and incarcerated in the Detroit gaol. Whe-
ther or not the demand on the Sandwich jailor had been pre-
viously made, is not known; but it probubly was, and every
arrangeizent had doubtless been leisurely made, though secretly.

In Detroit, Hackett was immured in a private cell. Ho was
lol.'ndu days there before the fact was kuown, but it leaked out. I
made

tance, and Hackett, finding himself well mounted under circam-
stances that permitted absence, directed his course towards liberty
—thei subject of solicitnde with this

his way through the long route intervening between Arkansas, in
the remote south-west, and Canada, at its northern frontier : he
passed through Detroit, in the state of Michigan, and took up his
abode at London, or somewhere in the vicinity of Windsor, oppo-
site to Detroit.
followed. A person on bchalf of his alleged owner consulted a
lawyer of much tn\hilizyh Mr. George F. Porter, whether

In the course of the summer or fall he was | &

P 10 see him : his being there at all was denled, I
finally made application to our Supreme Court, and obtained &
habeas corpus. g was then admitted to see Hackett, and shown

class, At | the papers connected with his arrest. Hackett candidly avowed
this time he had in care the outside coat of the master, and he also | the y“

bad his gold watch : in what manner this last was obtained is not
known. After many perils, he succeeded in finding and effecting

fact, that he had used the horse as the means of procuring
freedom. He had no way of restoring either it, watch, or coat
no demand was inade for any of thewm. At his srrest be still had
:d“ of (ildem, and all were received and used by Ais captors, as they
mitted,
The papers then consisted only of the letter of Sir Charles
t's sacretary, in official form, to Colonel Prince and other
orities, and an authenticated copy of the warrant of surrender.
The indictment had been left with the colonial government, and its
contents wen_:uud to me by the agent and counsel of the :ﬁm

there was any mode by which Hackett could be P d into
slavery, Mr. Porter, being an abolitionist, gave no

was afforded, that the

ment. The application to him shows the Fovcmin motive of the
master, and that lie desired to reposscss himself of the person of
Hackett, not so 1nuch perhaps on account of his actual value, as

Google

3 »
whether rightly or discreetly, yet, in fact, had di
e B T e e &
Detroit contest the matter! %I. could have done 0 : lfvng
warrant was of no validity with us. Hockett was illegally
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custody, and being brought by force within our jurisdiction, the
federal laws made for recapture of fugitives from justice, or from
labour, were alike inoperative, inasmuch as they requirc volun-
tary residence as the ground of jurisdiction. On consultation,
we decmed it improper to interfere.  Great Britain had taken the
lead in the assertion of human rights ; she had struck the fetters
from lier own slaves, and was pioncer among the nations of the
world in abolishing slavery. She had formally thought proper to
surrender an alleged criminal ; she had decined the offence so
serious as to justify the exercise of that prerogative about which
nations are 80 jealous that they have oft refused the surrender of
even murdercrs. She had done so on mature deliberation. Would
it become us to assume a standard higher than hers? to become
the patrons of a crime she had thus markedly denounced as atro-
cious? We thought not : we were trustces seeking to carry out
a great and sacred principle confided to us, and were bound to do
80 wisely and discreetly. Had we interfered in this case, we would
have fought the battle of liberty, not on its own sacred principles,
but as protectors of crime ; for the prisoner was in custody as a
criminal, not as a slave ; and that he was an aggravated criminal,
Britain’s unusual surrender nationally avowed. To fight this con-
test, then, would but have weakened us for those that await us
on the broad platforn of man’s inalienable rights; have added to
existing prejudices that which would have arisen from onr assert-
ing a standard of morals higher than that of Great DBritain. In
Detroit we had begun to turn public lym{uthy in favour of the
fugitive slave, and we dared not to weaken that lymrth,\' for the
many unfortunates who need it, by an exertion in bellf of a single
individual,

We thercfore reluctantly and with grief crushed down our own
feelings, and sorrowing committed the hn&lm Hackett to the dire
fate that awnited him—a fote, not us Sir Charles Bagot doubtless
anticipated to be measured by the impartial majesty of law—but
to be doomed by an ince master, an_infuriated overscer, and
the vindictive passion of a slave-ocracy, daily smarting under the
assertion of their captive's right to freedom. ‘What that fate wus
we shuddered to think. May humanity never learn it ; but let
ignorance shroud it, along with many a deed of kindred horror,
beneath its impenetrable veil. gy -

I only add, that the ijoc'.of recovering fugitive slaves, even
from within the I sacred palladiom of British protection,
by the cunning device of alleged crime, is becoining a matter of fre-
quent occurrence, and is stimulated to increasing perfection by
every successful issue. It is the duty of Great Dritain, if she
desires the protection of her national honour, to refuse the sur-
render, even of the petty foreign criminal, to that country which
has denied to her the British murderer; and if she seeks con-
sistency in her anti-slavery principles, she should avoid heing
deluded by a pretence of the slave interest that can procure
larceny indictments for each fugitive, who, as a piece of locomotive

¥, commits a high theft in the eye of the slave-holding law,
the moment he dares to steal himself from the tender mercies of
avaricious power.

When Hackett was, as mentioned, rushed across the Detroit
river under secrct haste, and amid the darkness of a iwinter's
night, the Canadian court which had cognizance of his offence was
near at hand. What return was made of the informations, or
what by the jailor of his charge, is not known. It will be recol-
lected that Hackett was not at large, the ] subject of surrender
by British authorities, but a prisoner under British law, for an
o‘ence it claimed to be in its jurisdiction, and the person of the
alleged criminal was at the control only of that law. The justice
who arrested Hackett was bound to have returned the informa-
tions to the court, and the jailor who had his custody was megon.
sible for his person. The governor's warrant was controlled by
the higher power of the law, and could have taken effect only
when that Ew bad performed its duty.

(Signed

C. H. Stewarr,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law,

friends, and blind them as to the movement in Toronto—that the
frontier authorities were to use, and did use their influence with
Sir Charles Bagot—that they were to be well paid provided the
surrender was ade. e names of several official and private
individuals, who it is confidently believed were engnged in this
dark plot, have heen given to us.  Of course, much that the: took
place sleeps in the parties own bosoms, and, however plausible or
strong conjectures may bear to their guilt, it would be improper
to mnke it a matter of direct charge. Thc‘#'nilor undoubtedly
required the sanction of the crown presiding officer before he gave
up a prisoncr for whom he was responsible, and some curious con-
siderations must have governed that officer in departing so very
far from his duty, and the law of the British empire. If the
governor be proper[y applied to on this subject, he will, we pre-
sume, disclose the representations made to him, and bring to light
the amount of fees paid to subordinate officers in the matter.
We trust that the never tiring vigilance of the Committee in
London will so conduct the inquiry, that the British governor
and all his subordinates will be made to fuel their responsibility’
and that quietude may be given to the thousands of colou
American citizens who have sought an asylum in her Britannic
Majesty's dominions._

THE RIOT IN PHILADELPHIA.
From the Awmerican and Foreign Anti-slavery Reporter.

Ox the 1st of August this city was disgraced by one of the most unpro-
voked and cruel outbreaks aguinst the people of colour that bas ever
occurred in this country. The facts are substantiully as follows :

Te people of colour, especially the bers of the d

ieties, bad made ar for the celebration of the 1at of August,
the day when the shackles of alavery fell from 800,000 of their fellow men
in the British West Indies, by a public procession, &c. We take the fol-
lowing account from the Ptilu elpbin Daily Chronicle of August 2nd.
After the procession bad moved through several of the principal streets,
and when it Lad reached Fourth and I'lumb streets, in the district cf
Soutliwark, it was attacked by a volley of stones, thrown by the whites,
and a white boy brutally attacked a coloured lad who was in 1he procession.
A black man ! struck the white boy over tle bead, when a general
fight, in which thousands took part, ensued, and continued during the whole
d:y. L‘!‘lu blacks were seriously beaten at the onset, but rallied and thrasbed
the whites.

From Fourth and Plumb streets, the crowd of both colours ran to Fifth
ond Shippen, then up to Sixth and South, fighting with clubs, sticks, stoes,
brickbats, and whatever missiles they could obtsin, until they reached the
corner of Sixth and Lombard streets, within the precincts of the city.
Some of the blacks took refuge in their own meeting houses in that ncig(-
bourhood, and their ion baving been dispersed, the whites went to
work and d. d houses and perty indiscriminately, so that they be-
longed to or were occupied by blacks.

uring the fight we bave attempted to describe, several persons engaged

in it were very seriously burt. One white man Lad his arm broken from
u blow inflicted by a buge club in the bands of s black; another white
man was stabbed with & knife or dirk in the eve: a blsck man named
Metcalf had bis right ese Inid open by a blow from the weapcn of a white,
and some fifteen or twenty others were more or less seriously injared.
The most desperate of the blacks was a desf and dumb man, who did much
mischief, and seriously injured several whites ere he was ariested by the
lice. The destruction of property was serious in several ports. Ia
mbard street below Sixth, a small court adjoining the African \Wesleyan
mesting liouse was filled with whites, who dashed bricks through the
winduws, smoshing the glass, frame, and sashes of all in three or four
bouses. Otber buildings in the same neigbbourhood were treated in like
mauner. The frame house on the corner of South and Hirst-streets, pre-
sented the appearance of a fort after a fight with musketry ; pieces of brick
were sticking in the boards where they Lad been thrown by the whites,
two of the window shutters were smashed in, the door broken, and windows
shattered (o ato In Mary-street, from Sixth to Eightb, a similar state
of things was ble, as it was in most of the alleys and by-ways, in that
section ; so slso in Bedford (Small) street. The police arrived on the
ground during the skirmish, arrested several, and succeeded in restoring
bing like order, although th ds still d ding about

New York, Auguat 9th, 1842, Detroit, State of Michig

REMARKS. .

The writer of the above has y d his alleg!
within the bounds of stern fact, and excluded surmises, or aught
that on inquiry might prove a mis-statement. There are how-
ever, we are l.lll!?, matters connected with the case, that aggra-
vate its dark features. It is feared that Hackett was a victim of
conspiracy among the Canadians and his p rs. His restora-
tion to captivity, and the recovery of the horse,'watch and coat,
were alone auﬁl’c'ient to stimulate cupidity, but the advan of
his capture from the very clutches of England was invaluable to
men so affected by the escape of slaves, and who would thus be
enabled to_exhibit their power at overreaching even British pro-
tection. Their poor victims are too ignorant to understand the
“modus operandi”—it s sufficient that they see within their
masters’ power one of themselves taken from soil heretofore
deemed inaccessible to the slave-holder. This, of course, paralyzes
all effort at e as proving that there is safety in no place.
Thus the captors every inducement to t exertion and
pecuniary sacrifice. There is reason to fear the‘ the wholedpro.

)

di g the propriety of the farther destruction of propertuy. All
remained apparently quiet for two or three hours, the police baving
lecati perfect mastery over the mob. About three o'clock, some few of the

ringleaders (whites) bad a skirmish with & small party of blacks, and the
interference of the police was found nece . One of the special
oconstables in an attempt to arrest a lad, was mobbed, and a beautiful
black cloth coat torn from hLis back. All this time there were several
thousand people in Lombard- street, below Sixth, lonking at the Wesleyan
meeting bouse.

Being on the ground about four o'clock, we noticed the movements of
some who sppeared to be acling as ring-leaders, when a boy, certainly not
over sixteen years old, set up s screechiog howl, with waving of his bands
to follow. In *“less than no time' one-balf the large crowd were imita-
ting him, snd off they started, running and bowling like mod Indisns, down
Sixth to Mary street, discharging missilea at every house that had been
inhabited by blacks (at this time most of them bad moved off ) ; through
Mary street to Eighth, the mob continued their work of destruction, not
increasing the damsge muclh, however, as they lad been all injnn‘
viously. The crowd nuw proceeded down Eighth to the county; m
entered Bedford atreet, where all halted before some small frame houses,
and shower upon shower of destructive missiles wers burled at them ; the
sttention of &: mob was then dirscted to a one-story meeting-house or

hool in the rear, the doors and windows of whick were soon demo-

ceeding was a rted t bet and the
Canadian suthorities, that the plan was arranged between them,
that Hackett was to be arrested and held to bail until an indict-
ment was found in Arkansss—s demand made, and the prisoner
surrendered—that there never was any intention of trying the
man in Cansda—that the contrary was alleged only to deceive his

Go 3]6

lished ; just at this moment, and when we were standing directly opposite
the moeting house, a black discharged a losded gun from one of the win-
dows at the crowd, but did no demage. Tbhis added fuel to the flame,
fences were torn down, the boards broken into strips, and a reguler on-
slaaght was mede. A portion of the mob seeing the black who fired the
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Document D — Despatch from the Governor-General of Canada
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies

CANADA,

RETURN to 'an Apprzss of :hc Honoumble 'I'he ’House of Commonl, ;
dated 29 June 1841 —ﬁr, e

¥
-

COPIES of a Dzspatca’ from the Governor-General of Canada 'to the»
Secretary of State for the Colonies, of the 20th of January last, relative to

- the Surrender of Nelson Hackett, a Person of Colour, on the Demand of the
Authorities of the Unzted States, as a Fugitive from Justice; “and of the

. Coroniar- Acr, 3. Will. ‘4, « An Act for the Apprehension  of Fugmve
Offenders from Foreign Countnes, 'and delivering them up to Justice.”

Colonial Ofﬁce Dowumcr.street ‘ ‘ ; ‘ i
% Jufy 1842. . G. W, HOPI?‘.

F Orde;cd, by The House of Commons, to be Pn'n!zd, 26 July 1845‘.

_Non— ]| /W‘.».
(No 10.) ‘ { L

:Cory.of a DESPATCH from the Right Honomable Sir Clzarles Bagat G.c.s., The Right Hon.

to Lord Stanle_g/, dated Government House, Kmn:ton, 20 J anuary 1842, Sir C. Bagot to
Lord Stanley. -

20 Jan. 1842,

‘MyLord, ‘ ;
IN tie month of S tember Iast an applncatxon was addressed to this Govern-
_ment by ,"the actmg overnor of Michigan, for the ‘smrender of one Nelson
: Hackett, -a’slave. who had 'escaped from. .Arkansas, after having committed
ar bbery in that state. " This application wasat the time refused ; first, because . 5
. not made by the government of the ‘state in which the offence had been
mmitted; and, secondly, because it was not based on proceedmas commenced
fore  some ‘competent criminal ‘jurisdiction. =
iortly before 1 reached Canada a second” reqmsmon was. addressed to Sir:
ard Jackeon, Jn which both these objections were obviated, the requisition :
“proceeding:on an indictment found by the ‘grand jury of the county in which*
:the"offence had been committed, and: being made by ‘the Governor of Arkansas. :
: ccprdlngly referred the papers connected ' with it to my executive: council; in"
nform:ty -with' the: provincial' statute 3:Will- 4, ¢.7, and I enclose for your
~Lordship’s: information a copy of theu‘ Report as Well as of, the papers on whlch :
At'isfounded:. .
i After fully con51dermg the sub_]ect, I concurred in the recommendatlon of the '3"annaﬁ,”"
.council’ “There was no doubt of the guilt of this individual, the stolen property \
‘haying béen found: on: him on his arrival in the province; nor could: it be said:
‘that thisiproperty had been taken solely-to assist him in.escaping from: slavery;’
“'and'not with a felonious intent. | I felt therefore that to'refuse‘to surrender-him
:bé to establish asa prmcxple that no slave escaping ‘to, this provinceishould
en rup, whatever offence; short. perhaps of ‘muxder, he might have com-
rinciple.; wlnch would have: been ! repugnant to’the' common’sense of
he ‘civilised ‘world; ‘would:have involved us! in disputesof ‘the most.
‘mconvemen i ture \mh the nexvhbourmtr states, and would have converted
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Document F — Extraordinary Conduct of the Governor of Canada

T Detroit; F‘ ‘2 1842
apon the colored clllzeus of this c) , by giving
the. followmo' preamble ang re:olu!l’bns a place
in hig calunms and preﬂ:ce it with such com-
ments as’he may deem ngcessary. |

:On Monday. evening,Feb. 14, 1SR, ' L.rge
meeung of the colored:¢itizens of D&tron met
at the sécond: Baplist church,.to takelinto con-
sideration the sitoationzof Nelson Hicket, now
in_prison in this “cityzhaving been 'S|jrendered
by the Gorernot of huada to Lewip Pravenport;
on the, requisition‘offthe Execativeigf?Arkansas,
as a fugitive frum._ justice. - Mr. tfoot, thei
chalrm'm stated that (Bsjmeetin _"'é’fﬁcall
ed to raise funds toiem| m%“ g%u
‘ascertain if the . papers sanc%dnmg rrendﬁn
of the'said Hacket were_genning, and 15 learn
i it were possibled iu relievg-him from his" pre-
sent coiifinement. Mr- ‘Lightfoot-safd he “had,
in company, with Mbbsrs Bankb, Hall 3T

opinion, after éxalginyng the- papers, that they}:
were genuine, aud ofrestly made out; anid there
was 10 point or- ﬁi‘w in lhem on which they
could:jnstitute a.suit #h his {)eh'\lf' Mr:Munro |
Lthen introduced lhe,{ollowwa resolution:

. Resolvedl, That'a commitiec be appointed by|
ths meeting, to draw up a preamble and resoli- |
tions,_ setlmg forgh: the dangerous precedem of i
the Government of (‘andda in sunendcrmgxthe
said Hacket to‘the. Etecume of ‘Arkansaszas a
fugitive. from justice, ¥hen at the game ti %
was a, refugee from slavery.

ed. The meeting then adjuumed.‘ Op Tue%a)
the same place. Mr. Frvnch fervently addréssed
the throne of grace. The comnmtee who were
appointed at the previons meetinig reported . the
following preamble and resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted :

Whereas, we have ahvnys vnewed lhe British
Province of Canada as an asylum’ for the nnfor-
tunate and oppressed slaves of the United States,
and fondly believed the ‘moment theg: touched
those shores, that moment they. were free; and
whereas the Governor General- did, on the 17th
January,. 1842, surrender one. Nehrm Hacket to
Lewis. Davenport, of the - clty of Detroit, State
of ‘Michigan, to be by him given up ‘to the au-
thorities of Arkansas, as a fugitive from justice,
(the s'ud Hackel having been confined several

|,roA_J 8 DL TS ) | PRGN no.

The edxlor of thié ttberdtor will §nfer afavor 3

- ujion by the Lg
Towiars hIAl

&lbbs, 35 XY
«consulted with* copnsel, who gave it as:their|’

Mr. Munro urged the adoption -of this reSolu- :

tion, after- Qonsulerable discussion, it was adopt: | ;
—*dlly from recognizing such a natural ine-

t -
evening, Feb. 22d a large meeting asdemBleqat| ality:among men as the resolution of the Leg

i uT,y.
tary bondage, not as propérly, bu
: Declaration “of lndependence
ny.mind may seem obscure,

: g7 3{%

hatg the inalienable right to.,
: sfhe way to, human. hnppx-
Rhew. i thé*cnsm at which- our rela-
tions with’ oﬂw" Smes have arrived, and of the
close of the- Le%slame’sewon it seems my duty

(o make no delgyin submitting these views to
the Legislafiré:

I am requesle
Lhe preamble and
Virginia.- The‘
alares that it 8

the fhe dul) of the Governor
tes’ which shail be resolved
rtf» and to take care that
cuted.  But the Legis-
gesolve upon any meas-
Ahe Executive, except
es, and becoming

3D

)o expedlle all'f

- the awggre fai
Ja gre cannat effectd;
ure, of impose” d dul'y\
“by bills passed by bofh’

laws by |he E\eclltlve applmal or by by a Con-
B ik

synhstandmg his objec-
, Tcheerfully comply -
'g,Senate and Assembly—
e afétmest conflicts with'

1 codlinot transmit the

‘but,l.cannot do s0'¥
Constmmoqal duues{ Dby
resolution in ‘the presé pame without s:iem]y

.acquiescing therein,’d g u decigion
to which-T adhere, or w iCC
- communication to Virginia with a.protest ofmy
~dissent. The formé: course would:bexa plain, .
-palpable derelictiori” Yof Consmuhonnl duty.—

“The proceeding, if the lajtef’ Blieriative were
adopted, would-not ten' ito,€ahance the respect .
‘in which this State is-hekd ‘bi¥her sister States -

and by the civilized world. s :

Cherishied principles of civil liberty forbid me

‘islature seems to e to assume, and from con-.
..tnbutmg in any way to perpetuate the meqnah-

ties of political canditien, from which results a

large portion of the evils of human life.

The Senate and Assembly wili therefore ex- -

.cuse me from assuming the duty which an assent
to their request would impose, and will, if it be
proper, select some other organ of communica-

-tion with the Executive authority of our sister
‘Commonwealth. Wicriam H. Sewarp.

ror the Emancipator nnd Iree American.

CONNECTICUT ABOLITIOI\ISTS ON THE OLD
PLEDGE.

It cannot he denied that in the earlier stages.
of the abolition movement, a considerable num-,

'nstm 014 dephres hat 'll wen’ are:

KN

B

c?npanymg the ;-
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Document G — The Colored People of Hamilton to Sir Allan Napier MacNab
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Document | — Lewis Tappan to Edward Cross
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The following article appeared in The Liberator in May 1851 and it provides a glimpse

into what happened to Nelson Hackett after his return to Arkansas.
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LETTER FROM HIRAM WILSON.
St. CatHamixe's, (C. W.) May 20, 1851.
W L. Garnisox:

My Dear Friexp—Presuming a few lines from
my pen will be acceptable to your readers, I take the
liberty to write, though I must conless that it is more
congenial with my feelings to labor silently in the
cause of philanthropy, than to report progress. This
is mainly the reason ;why you hear from me so un-
frequently. Iam aware that neither the dcjected
slave in his chains, nor the more favored yet desolate,
homeless fugitive from slavery, have truer-hearted
friends on earth, than are many, VERY MANY, of the
readers of your paper.

It is proper that such, whether American or trans-
Atlantic, should be well informed as to the nature of
this asylum for the oppressed—its government and
laws—its climate, soil,, productions, &c., and the pre-
sent state and prospects of its now numerous and
rapidly increasing colored population. The time has
never been when reliable information respecting Can-
ada was more needed than at pr The atroci
Fugitive Slave Law is doing a desperate work. Ithas
already disturbed the peace of thousands, and driven
them to this country, and many more are yet to come.
It has been executed atthe East with a sort of fiendish
infatuation, which brands with infamy and covers
with deep and damning guilt, those who aided or

betted in its ex i Had poor Sims been taken
to the Great Elm on Boston Common, and put to death
by hanging upon the first limb, and his agony and
death-struggles, as an innocent sufferer, been witness-
ed by a horrified multitude covering the whole Com-
mon, it could not have caused a greater stigma upon
the good name of Boston, or caused the infliction of a
deeper wound upon Christianity and civiiization, than
the giving him up to the Georgia claimant.

If such scenes occur in the heart of New England,
where the highest professions of regard for law and
order are emblazoned to the world, what hope is there
for trembling thousands in the nominally free States,
but in flight to civilized countries ?

The colored people of the North are bound to re-

. gard liberty as dearer than life, and shun slavery

rather than death ; their professed friends are sacred-
ly bound to make common cause with them in their
afflictions, and sooner sacrifice their own lives than
suffer a brother, of whatever hue, to be dragged into
slavery.

Every abolitionist, who deserves the name, should,
with a martyr zeal, maintain this position at the peril
of life or of being called an anarchist or an infidel.
But with respect to Canada, as an asylum, let me say ;

this is the land of hope and promise—not for the va-

grant—not for the idler—not for the vicious or intem-
perate—but for the hard-handed, noble-hearted sons
and daughters of toil, who will cheerfully give them-
sclves to industry, and be content with the ample re-

wards of industry. 'hofncd the country is genc-
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rally level, or moderately undulating ; the soil is fer-
tile and productive; when pmperly cultiyated, it
yields, in great abundance, all kinds of grain, fruits,
vegetables, &c., such as are common in the Northern
and Western States. The great Inkes, which slimost
encircle the upper province, afford the best of facdii-
ties for navigation, and abound with fish. The re-
sources of our everlasting forests, which are samong
the fincst in the world, have not yot been half de-
veloped ; pionecr scttlers have frequently made a pro-
fitable use of their valuable timber while prepasing to
stir the rickh soil which produced it. The foreste
abound with oak, elm, chesnut, black walnut, white
walnut, hickory, poplar or white wood, basswood, but-
ton wood, beach, mable, ash, (black and white,) cher-
ry, &c., and, in certain parts, vast forests of pine. 1
have travelled nearly twenty miles upon a stretch
through the midst of lofty pines, maay of which wer
150 feet high. :
The government and laws of this country are so
woll known that it is hardly necessaryjto speak of
them. The government knows no man by the color
of his skin, and the laws are equitable and impar-
tial. Ceolored men are eligible to office, if educated

and competent to fill offices, yet the prejudices of
color are strong with the majority of the people. For-
tunately for the colored population, the British Con-
stitution and laws, which prevail in Canada, are bet-
ter than the white people would make them. They
are subject to many grievances on account of prejudi-
ces, but if their rights are infringed upon, they can
'as readily have redress by recourse to law, asary
‘other people. A large share of the Canadian popula-
‘tion, including the most wealthy and influential, gov-
ernment officers, &c., possess kindly sympathy towards
them, and doubtless rejoice to see them prosperous
and happy; but, with many, that same malevolent
feeling, which is the main basis of colonization, pre-
vails. Here, if they would have such respect from
others as would be worth having, they must first re-
spect themselves. Their condition varies with their
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variation of character, disposition, habits, &c. With
regard to worldly substance, many of them are pros-
pering; many more of them are able barely to live
in what is, to them, a comfortable state; others,
agnin, are in a deplorably destitute condition, partly
on account of intemperate and idle habits, and partly
owing to causes which were unavoidable, such as
honest leanness, attendant upon emigration to Cana-
da, loss of health, &c. They are generally a vigo-
rous, healthy people in this country, and can find em-
ployment, if they have a mind to work. Very few
nced be idle, cither in summer or winter, for lack of
employment ; and if less prosperous in the winter from
want of employment, they have more time and better
advantage for the cultivation and discipline of the
mind. Though much has been done to enlighten
them and improve their condition, they are still, to a
great extent, an ignorant and degraded people. Their
degradation is mainly the fault of others, but partly
their own. Their prospect of becoming an intelligent,
useful and happy people is hopeful. They need, how-
ever, to be more docile, and to receive and appreciate
good wholesome advice upon various points, upon
which they have already had *line upon line, precept
upon precept.” With regard to their religious meet-
ings, educational advantages, social habits of life, &e.,
they are too clanish, and quite too exclusive for their
own good. Their clanish tendencies incline them to
perform low, menial services in cities and towns;
whereas they should scatter, for the purpase of breath-
ing the wholesome air of the country, and becoming
enrolled with Nature's nobility as independent tillers
of the soil. I frequently advise them to go back into
the country among farmers, and those who do are re-
spected, and most of them are doing well. I have
had much to do this winter to preserve the poorer
class of the refugeesin this quarter from suffering. It
is to be hoped that they wili never again have to en-
counter -80 rigorous a winter as the last, the first
part of which was more severe than I have known
in Canada for fiftcen ycars.
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"|letter was truthful at the time, as describing what
" | then existed, but having relation to that which was
"| an exception, of cxtremely rare occurrence, and of

| when, in the night, she took another boat to Cincin-

| Northward. At length, she found herself safe in &

‘| Arkansas, dating her letter in Canada, but not inany

I notice that some minister of the gospel has writ-
ten from Jamaica in favor of emigration of colored peo-

" | ple to the West Indies instead of coming to Canada,

and has referred to a letter of mine in the American
Missionary, descriptive of the intense cold and conse-
quent suffering of a few of the sable refugees. My

course an unsuitable data upon which to found an ar-
gument in {avor of emancipation to the West Indies.
There are serious evils, attendant upon emizration to
the West Indies, unknowan to the liberty-loving em-
igrants, who plant themseives in Canada, and which
far outweigh the evi. of our brief wintry chills.

I was called on yesterday by a fine-appearing man,
a refugee from Arkansas, who was a fellow-slave with
poor Nelson Hackett, prior to his (Hackett's) escape
to Canada. This man found his wife at Hamilion,
she having escaped to this country a few months be-
fore him. The circumstances of their escape and re-
union in Canada were remarkable. He was held near
the Western limit of Arkansas by Alfred Wallace,
from whom Hucket had fled ; his wife was held upon
a neighboring plantation. But a few months ago she
was sold, and brought, by her purchaser, with her
two small children, on their way to the State of Ken-
tucky. - On coming up the river, she left her master,
ard secreted herself on a boat, freighted with cotton.
This brought her and her children part of the way,

nati. She there found friends who soon conveyed her

free country. She was not long in this province till
she wrote back to her former master and family in

particular place. She wrote that she was well, and
free, and happy, and if she should never see her
husband again on earth, she hoped to meet him in
heaven. He, however, soon became aware that his
wife had been heard from. This he learned providen-
tially, through a little girl in the famiiy, but four or
five years old, who, in her childish simplicity, told
him that they had been talking about his wife—that

she was in Canada, and that her father had a letter
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from her. The bereft husband’'s anxiety was great,
and his curiosity excited to the highest pitch. It was
strange news to him, and he knew not what 10 make
of it. At length, he cautiously inquired of an elder
sister of the little girl, about 16 years old, who got the
letter, in the absence of her parents, and privately read
it to him, but charged him not to let it be known that
the had done so. This encouraged him to seek for
liberty, and at the same time for his absent wife and
children, and he was soon missing. He came down
the Arkansas river some three or four hundred miles
to the Mississippi, and over to Canada West. Not
knowing where to find his wife, he looked first about
Sandwich and Malden, came thence to Chatham,
thence to London. Not content to stop in either of
those places, he came down to Hamilton. There he
knew not that his wife was in the place, till happily
he met her in the street—and indescribably joyful
y| must have been the meeting! She soon conducted
- | him to her humble cot, where he renewed the happy
r | greetings of liberty, with his children. His name is
| Wm. Murdock. The poor fellow is in need of a lit-
, | tle assistance, which it is not at present in my power
to render him. William informs me that Nelson
,{ Hackett was brought back by Wallace, his master,
j | who had four hundred and fifty slaves on his planta-
tion—that he was kept in handcuffs and fetters for
somie time, and closely watched besides—that he was
flogged with great severity five or six times, and then
'L”‘d off to the interior of Texas—that the first
,| whipping, which was done in the presence of all the
slaves, consisted of 150 lashes upon his naked body.
| His whippings afterward varied from 39 to 50 or 60
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.| 1ashes at a time. So much for the punishment, by
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